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ARABIC SYMBOLS & THEIR
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Till 41as

30

433-

MEANINGS

May Allah preserve him

May Allah be pleased with
him (i.e., a male companion of
the Prophet Muhammad)

Glorified & Exalted is Allah

(Allah) the Mighty & Sublime

(Allah) the Blessed & Exalted

(Allah) the Sublime & Exalted

May Allah send Blessings &
Safety upon him (ie., a
Prophet or Messenger)
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May Allah send Blessings &

ppj-dUjL Safety upon him and his
family (i.e., Du'a sent when
mentioning the Prophet
Muhammad)

May Allah have mercy on him

May Allah be pleased with

them (i.e., Du‘a made for the
Companions of the Prophet
~ Muhammad)

(Allah) His Majesty is Exalted

May Allah be pleased with her
(i.e., a female companion of
the Prophet Muhammad)

23 |Page



THE EXPLAINER'S INTRODUCTION OF
THE THREE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES AND ITS AUTHOR

This is an important message of belief written by Shaykh
Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad Bin ‘Abdul Wahhab Bin
Sulayman Bin ‘All At-Tamiml Al-Hanbali famous Imam
and reviver for the false symbols (attached) to Islam in the
second half of the twelfth century, may Allah have mercy
on him and bestow upon him an abode (in Paradise).

He used to teach the students and the public these
fundamental principles. In turn, they would study and
memorize these principles to be, so it will be firmly
embedded in their hearts because this matter is a basic
principle in ‘Aqgidah.

He died 1206 AH and was born 1115 AH. He lived 91 years
of which it was filled with good, the calling to the religion
of Allah, teaching, advising, and enduring (harm) in that.

Allah utilized him as a means for saving the servants and
countries in the Arabian Peninsula during his life. Those
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EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

callers who took knowledge from him and carried it to
other countries were the reason why his Da'wah spread in
Syria, Egypt, Iraq, India, and other places.

His Da'wah was also propagated through letters, books, the

Shaykh's adherents, supporters, and callers that followed
him in the call to Allah.
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EXPLANATION OF THE AUTHOR'S
INTRODUCTION
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Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab p p )
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EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

3 iU (3 - ;- &\ A >

Aci-JUND J-U )

3 J33JJ1 jJ3J J 1y~ "14) L h<\ cju *]

"Know, may Allah have mercy on you, that it is
obligatory upon us to learn four matters:

The first is knowledge which is knowing Allah,
knowing His Messenger, and knowing the religion
of Islam with proofs. The second is to implement
this knowledge. The third is propagating this
knowledge. The fourth is enduring the harm faced
in it

The evidence for these four matters is the saying of
Allah (

"By Al-'Asr (the time) Verily! Man is in loss. Except
those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do
righteous good deeds, and recommend one another
to the truth (i.e. order one another to perform all
kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma'ruf) which Allah has
ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil
deeds (Al-Munkar) which Allah has forbidden), and
recommend one another to patience (for the
sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may
encounter in Allah's Cause during preaching His
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EXPLANATION OF THE AUTHOR'S
INTRODUCTION

religion of Islamic Monotheism or Jihad, etc.)."
[Surah al- Asr 103:1-3]

Al-Shafi'i said (JIsUis) "Had Allah only sent this
Surah as a proof (for or against) mankind it would
be sufficient (for them)."

Al-Bukhari (Uifej) said, "Chapter: Knowledge
proceeds statements and actions"land the proof for
that is found in Allah's ($"&£i) statement: "So
know (O Muhammad ~j~iSijp) that La ilaha ill-
Allah (none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah), and ask forgiveness for your sin." [Surah
Muhammad 47:19]

So, He started with knowledge before statements
and actions."”

Explanation

1Sahih al-Bukhari under the Kitaab al-lim, the third volume chapter 10;
between No. (67-68).



EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

These matters require from the believing man and woman,
young and old to learn.

The author (JiNXh) said,
fi-j' =

"The first is knowledge.” One is obliged to learn and gain

insight so that he will be upon clarity. He must learn about

the religion of Allah which he was created for. This

knowledge is learning about Allah, His Prophet
), and the religion of Islam with proofs.

So, that is the first matter that the servant gains insight
about - Who is his Lord?

Hence, he learns that his Lord is the Creator Who created
him, provides his subsistence, and confers His favors upon
him. Allah created those who came before him and those
who will come after him. He is the Lord of all that exists.
Allah is the one true deity and object of servitude. No one
besides Him deserves to be worshiped. Not a close angel, a
messenger who was sent, not a Jinn, no human, no idol or
anything else deserves to be worshiped. Rather, true
worship is a right that belongs to Him alone. He is the sole
object of worship in truth

He deserves to be worshipped. He is the Lord of all that
exists. He is your Lord and Master, your Creator, and your
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EXPLANATION OF THE AUTHOR'S
INTRODUCTION

true Deity So, you should know this first matter
which is knowing your Lord, your Prophet

and your religion with proof. It is what Allah says, and his
Prophet ¥%*) said, not by opinions and
statements of such-and-such person. Instead, it is with
proofs from the verses of the Qur’an and Hadith. This is the
religion of Islam that you have been obliged to enter and
commit to.

It is the worship of Allah which He says about it,

"And | (Allah) created not the jinns and humans
except they should worship Me (Alone)." [Surah adh-
Dhdriydt 51:56]

This worship is Islam. It is obeying Allah and His
Messenger J%i>). It is establishing Allah's orders
and abandoning forbidden matters.

This is the worship in which mankind was created for.
Allah orders this within His statement,
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ISLAM

"O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah)." [Surah al-
Bacjarah 2:21]

Meaning: Worship Him by obeying His commands and
abandoning His prohibitions, submitting oneself directly to
him, and specifying worship for Him

From that knowledge is to learn about your Prophet

His full name is Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullah
Ibn ‘Abdul-Muttalib Al-Hashimi Al-Qurashi al-Makki,
then al-Madani So, you should understand
that he is your Prophet whom Allah has sent to you with
the true religion, teaching you and giving you guidance.
Likewise, you must believe that he is, in reality, the
Messenger of Allah; that Allah sent him to all of creation
from the jinn and mankind. Adherence to him and
pursuance of his methodology is a religious obligation, and
its details will come in the third fundamental principle.

The author (Li'L™) said,

"The second is to implement this knowledge." Meaning:
To act upon this religion by way of praying, fasting,
striving, Hajj, faith, and Tagwa. So, implement the religion
of Islam because you are a creation of Allah and you were
created to worship Him.
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EXPLANATION OF THE AUTHOR'S
INTRODUCTION

Learning the religion of Allah and acting upon it is a
religious duty placed upon you. So, worship Allah alone,
perform prayer, pay the Zakat, fast Ramadan, perform Hajj,
believe in Allah, His angels, His Messengers, His Books, the
Last Day, the Divine Decree (the good and the bad), order
the good and forbid the evil, obey your parents, maintain
ties with your relatives and so forth. So, carry out Allah's
commands and abstain from His prohibitions, abandon the
acts of disobedience you have forbidden from, and carry
out the obligations you have been ordered with.

The author said,

"The third is propagating this knowledge." Meaning: You
call to this religion. So, advise the people to be upright upon
the religion and give right guidance. Order them with the
good and forbid evil. This is propagating the religion of
Islam. Propagating the religion of Allah according to one's
knowledge and ability is a religious duty upon every
Muslim. Therefore, a portion of this duty to convey and
sincerely advise to this religion has been placed upon every
Muslim, male and female.

One must call to the Oneness of Allah, the Salah and its

preservation, the Zakat and its fulfillment, the fasting, the
Hajj according to one's ability, dutifulness to one's parents,
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ISLAM

maintaining ties of kinship, and abandoning all acts of
disobedience.

The author (Abife3) said,

"The fourth is enduring the harm faced in it." One must
endure the harm concerning these matters. Harm will occur
to him. He may become weary of the one he is calling to the
religion or others from his family. So, having patience and
anticipating a reward from Allah is a must.

So, the believer must have patience in believing in Allah,
carrying out what Allah has ordered, leaving off what
Allah has forbidden, in calling to Allah’s religion, teaching,
and commanding the good and forbidding the evil.

All of these matters require patience. All aspects of the
religion require patience. It requires patience in calling to
Allah's religion, performing Salah, Zakat, fasting, Hajj,
commanding the good and forbidding evil, and abstaining
from impermissible acts and sins. Thus, be careful getting
near them (unlawful matters and sins) because, if one
cannot have patience, one may fall upon sin or abandon
obligatory duties. For this reason, Allah says to His
Messenger N,

33 JPage



EXPLANATION OF THE AUTHOR'S
INTRODUCTION

"Therefore, be patient (O Muhammad as
did the Messengers of strong will." [Siirah al-Aligaf
46:35]

And He says,

"So, wait patiently (O Muhammad fer the
Decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under Our
Eyes." [Siirah nt-Tur 52:48]

And He says,

"And endure you patiently (O Muhammad
your patience is not but from Allah."

[Surah an-Nahl 16:127]

And He (8ZjZ\£dL) says,
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"Only those who are patient shall receive their
rewards in full, without reckoning." [Surah az-Zumar
39:10]

and He ( says,

"Allah is with those who are As-Sabirin (the patient
ones, etc.)." [Surah al-"Anfal 8:46]

Meaning: Have patience in obeying Allah, abandoning acts
of disobedience, and be wary of going against His orders
and committing prohibited acts.

The proof for these four matters is what Allah
says in Surah al-cAsr,

"By Al-'Asr (the time). Verily! Man is in loss. Except
those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and
recommend one another to the truth and
recommend one another to patience (for the
sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may
encounter in Allah's Cause during preaching His
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religion of Islamic Monotheism or Jihad, etc.)."
[Siirah nl- Asr 103:1-3]

This tremendous Surah contains a Hujjah (evidence for or
against you) pertaining these aforementioned matters
which encompass the religion in totality. All of the religion
consists of Tman, action, Da'wah, and patience.

Believing in the truth, implementing it, calling to it, and
patience on the harm that one faces. All of mankind is in
ruin,

"Except those who believe and do righteous good
deeds, and recommend one another to the truth and
recommend one another to patience (for the
sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may
encounter in Allah's Cause during preaching His
religion of Islamic Monotheism or Jihad, etc.).”

In this verse, Allah has made these individuals the
exception (to those in loss). Thus, all of humanity is in ruin
and on a path headed for destruction except those who
believe, do righteous deeds, and recommended one
another with good and patience.
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They are the ones who are winners and happy. Allah swore
by this in His saying, and He is the most truthful: "By Al-
CAsr." Even if Allah didn't swear by Al-‘Asr, one of the
purposes for doing so would be to emphasize the subject
matter.

Allah swears by whatever He wants from His creations,
and none can prevent Him.

Allah has sworn by the heaven filled with stars, the sky,
and the big star, the sun and its brightness, the night as it
conceals, those angels who pull out the souls and so forth.

All of the creation attests to Allah's greatness and that He
is deserving of worship. He swears by these things to make
apparent the great matter of this creation which attests to
His Oneness and worthiness of being worshiped alone.

On the other hand, the creation can only swear by Allah.
Therefore, one must only swear and make oaths by Allah.
It is impermissible to make an oath by the Prophets, idols,
the righteous, a trust, the Ka'bah, or other than that.

Based upon the statement of the Prophet this
matter becomes obligatory upon the Muslim,
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"Whoever swears by other than Allah, he has
associated a partner with Allah."2

He also said,

"So, whoever must take an oath, he should swear by
Allah or keep quiet." 3

So, itis obligatory on every Muslim, male and female, to be
careful of taking oaths with other than Allah and that they
make their oaths completely for Allah alone.

The author (iifes) said,

Al 4> Jji

"Ash-Shafi'i (*MXii]) said" (and he is one of the well-known
four Imams, Muhammad bin Tdris ash-Shafi'i al-Mutalibi
who was born in the year 150 AH and died in the year 204
AH),

2 Collected by Imam 'Ahmad No. (1747, 2/34) in his Musnad; and
collected by Abu Dawud No. (3251) and at-Tirmidhi No. (1535).

31t is mutually agreed upon between al-Bukhari No. (6646) and Muslim
No. (2679) from the Hadith of Ibn ‘Umar (a”gfe).
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"If no argument besides this verse had been
revealed by Allah to his creatures, it would have
been sufficient for them."

And in another version,

"If people were to contemplate over this Surah, it
would have been enough for them." 4

Meaning: If they were to study and concentrate on this
Surah, it would have been enough for them to remain on
the truth, establish what Allah orders and abandon
unlawful matters. Allah explained that those who believe,
do righteous good deeds, and recommend one another to
the truth and patience. They are the winners while
everyone else are the losers.

This is a well-established evidence showing the obligation
of mutually ordering and advising, having belief, having
patience, and being truthful. The only path to happiness
and winning is by these four characteristics, which are a
having a sincere belief in Allah and His Messenger,

4 Refer back to the book Sira Allam an-Nubula (8/379) in his biography
No. (1539).
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righteous deeds, mutual advisement of the truth and
patience.

The author said,
Jhi

"And Al-Bukhari said” (his full name is Abu ‘Abdullah
Muhammad ibn Isma'il Ibn Ibrahim Al-Bukhari, who is
from Bukhari in the Far East. He was born in 194 AH in the
middle of the second century and died in 256 AH in the
middle of the third century. He was 62 years old when he
died and is the author of the "Sahih,"” and he has other great
beneficial books.),

He said in his "Sahih"5 chapter: Knowledge before
statements and action based upon the statement of Allah

C ) .

"So, know (O Muhammad feji&iSSfee) that La ilaha
ill-Alldh (none has the right to be worshipped but

5 Refer back to Sahih al-Bukhari under Kitab al-lim in the third book in
the Sahih chapter 10 between the No. (67-68).

40 |Fa ge



EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

Allah), and ask forgiveness for your sin." [Surah
Muhammad 47:19]

So, He began with knowledge before statements and
actions. So, one must learn first, then implement that
knowledge. Thus, one should learn his religion first, then
implement it upon insight, and Allah knows best.
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"Know, may Allah have mercy on you, that it is
obligatory upon every Muslim, male and female, to
learn these three matters and act according to them:

The first: That Allah has created us has given us
sustenance, and He has not left us neglected. Rather,
He has sent us a messenger. So, whosoever obeys
him will enter Paradise, and whosoever disobeys
him will go to Hell.
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The evidence is in His saying: Verily, We have sent
to you (O men) a Messenger (Muhammad
$ £} 8% £ } to be a witness over you, as We did
send a Messenger [Musa (Moses)] to Fir‘aun
(Pharaoh). But Fir'aun (Pharaoh) disobeyed the
Messenger [Musa (Moses)], so We seized him with
a severe punishment" [Siirah al-Muzzammil 73:15-16]

The second: Allah is not pleased that anything is
associated with Him in worship, not an angel close
to Him nor a prophet that was sent.

The evidence is in His saying: "And the mosques are
for Allah (Alone), so invoke not anyone along with
Allah." [Siirah al-Jinn 72:18]

The third: Whoever obeys the Prophet and singles
out Allah alone in worship, it is impermissible for
him to take for friends those who oppose Allah and
His messenger, even if they were his nearest kin.

The evidence is in His saying: "You (O Muhammad

not find any people who believe
in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger
(Muhammad even though they were
their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their
kindred (people). For such, He has written Faith in
their hearts and strengthened them with Ruh
(proofs, light, and true guidance) from Himself. And

44 | Page



EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

We will admit them to Gardens (Paradise) under
which rivers flow, to dwell therein (forever). Allah
is pleased with them, and they with Him. They are
the Party of Allah. Verily, it is the Party of Allah that
will be the successful.” [Surah al-Mujddilah 58:22]

Explanation

These three matters are the most important subjects matters
that are associated with Tawhid and Allah's rights (ji™).

The first matter: Allah (d*y*WCi) created the creation to
worship Him. He didn't create the creation to neglect them,
in vain, or without a purpose. However, He did create them
for something great, and with a tremendous wisdom which
contains their happiness and salvation. This is that they
worship Allah alone without any partners as Allah
(JuSja:UC.) says,
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"And | (Allah) created not the jinns and humans
except they should worship Me (Alone).” [Surah adh-
Dhdriyat 51:56]

This is the worship which they were ordered within His
statement,

"O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah)/' [Surah al-
Bacjarah 2:21]

He says,

"And your Lord has decreed that you worship none
but Him." [Surah al-"Isra 17:23]

He (dUsj'/U/i) says,

"Worship Allah and join none with Him in
worship.” [Surah an-Nisd '4:36]

He says,
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"So, worship Allah (Alone) by doing religious
deeds sincerely for Allah's sake only,"” [Surah az-
Zumar 39:2]

He says,

"And they were commanded not, but that they
should worship Allah." [Surah al-Bayyinah 98:5]

Many of these verses contain Allah's command to worship
Him alone. This worship is to single out Allah alone
(Tawhld) and to specify worship for Him from
supplication, fear, hope, trust in Allah, ambition, fright,
Salah, and fasting, etc.

Allah is deserving of worship excluding everyone else
besides Him. Carrying out the commands and staying
away from the prohibitions falls under this. So, fulfilling
the commands which Allah and His Messenger order and
abandoning the prohibitions which Allah and His
Messenger have forbidden all fall under worship. This is
Islam, the correct religion, true faith, and guidance.
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So, pray only to Allah. Bow only to Allah. We do not
slaughter for other than Him, do not make Du'a to other
than Allah, do not trust other than Allah, nor do other acts
of worship for other than Him.

Asking for assistance from someone that is present and able
to assist you, then this is not true worship as Allah
(J\2jsaid in the story of Musa

~ Jp iOui Ailicudi ~

"The man of his (own) party asked him for help
against his foe," [Siirah al-Qasns 28:15]

Indeed, Musa was able to assist him.

As for making Dua to a dead person or a person who is not
present and cannot hear you, or idols, jinn, or trees - all of
that is Shirk, and major Shirk which Allah ( speaks
about,

"Joining others in worship with Allah is a great
Zulm (wrong) indeed."” [Siirah Lugman 31:13]

Allah (J\says,
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"But if they had joined in worship others with
Allah, all that they used to do would have been of
no benefit to them." [Surah al-*Ariam 6:88]

He (JlisjioUUi) also says,

"Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be
set up with him in worship, but He forgives except

that (anything else) to whom He pleases.” [Surah an-
Nisa '4:48]

He ( says,

©
"And indeed, it has been revealed to you (O
Muhammad

as it was to those (Allah's
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Messengers) before you: "If you join others in
worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) your deeds
will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the
losers." [Surah az-Zumar 39:65]

So, Allah created us and provides for us, yet did not leave
us neglected. Rather, He orders us to single Him out with
Tawhid, obey Him, and abandon acts of disobedience.

He sent us a Messenger, and he is Muhammad V).
The Qur'an was revealed to him so we can be upright upon
guidance. So that we implement His commands and stay
away from the prohibitions, at the hands of Muhammad

the seal of the Prophets and Messengers. He
came to teach mankind their religion, for he is the seal of
the Prophets and their Leader and the best of them.

So, whosoever obeys this Prophet and remains upright on

his religion will have Paradise. Whoever disobeys this

Prophet and opposes his religion will have Hell. Allah
says,

"Verily, We have sent to you (O men) a Messenger
(Muhammad to be a witness over you."
[Surah Muzzammil 73:15]

Meaning: a witness to your acts which he witnessed,
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"As We did send a Messenger [Musa (Moses)] to
Fir'aun (Pharaoh)." [Surah Muzzammil 73:15]

He was a Messenger

"But Fir'aun (Pharaoh) disobeyed the Messenger
[Musa (Moses)], so We seized him with a severe
punishment."” [Surah Muzzammil 73:16]

Meaning: We punished him with a painful punishment in
this life and punished him with Hell in the Hereafter.

And the second matter: An actualization of the first matter
which is that you know that Allah is not pleased that
anyone shares worship with Him. Just as He is the Creator,
the Provider, the Giver of death and life Who created you
and gives you blessings. Hence, He is not pleased that
anyone from the creation is associated with Him (in
worship); not a sent messenger nor a close angel, nor
anything else, because worship is for Allah alone just as
Allah (MijAUAD) says,
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"And your Lord has decreed that you worship none
but Him." [Surah al-"Isra 17:23]

And He (J,2jZ\") says,

"You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask
for help (for each and everything)." [Siirah al-Fatihah
1.5]

That is because associating partners with Allah is the
greatest sin which is mentioned in numerous verses. These
verses order sincere worship of Allah alone and forbid
worship of other than him. So, both matters should be
gathered, and one should believe that Allah is the Creator,
Provider, and Giver of life and death. So, believe that He

is deserving of worship like slaughtering, Salah,
and other acts of worship as Allah (JlijSIUUL) says,

"And your llah (God) is One llah (God - Allah)."
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:163]

He (U AUCL) also says,
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"So, invoke not anyone along with Allah." [Surah al-
Jinn 72:18]

This is the third matter: And it is among the most
significant of obligations that every Muslim, male and
female, must learn. Taking the polytheists as allies and
having love for them is impermissible. It is a religious duty
upon whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger and singles
out Allah with Tawhid to have enmity and hate for
the disbelievers for Allah's sake. Allegiance to them and
having love for them is impermissible due to the statement
of Allah

"You (O Muhammad will not find any
people.” [Siirah al-Mujadilah 58:22]

Meaning: O Muhammad! you will not find people of true
faith and belief.
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"...making friendship with those who oppose Allah
and His Messenger (Muhammad [Siirah
al-Mujddilah 58:22]

Allah ("™\2j£UUI) says,

"O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the
Christians as Awliya' (friends, protectors, helpers,
etc.), they are but Awliya' to one another. And if any
amongst you takes them as Awliya’', then surely he
is one of them. Verily, Allah guides not those people
who are the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers
and unjust).” [Siirah Al-Md‘idah 5:51]

He (& &) says,
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"Indeed, there has been an excellent example for
you in lIbrahim (Abraham) and those with him,
when they said to their people: "Verily, we are free
from you and whatever you worship besides Allah,
we have rejected you, and there has started between
you and us, hostility and hatred forever, until you
believe in Allah Alone," [Siirah al-Mumtahanah 60:4]

Having dislike and enmity for the enemies of Allah and
having compassion and love for the believers is religiously
incumbent upon the Muslim. In the same fashion, the
believer must love the Awliya' of Allah and cooperate with
them upon good and hate the enemies of Allah and dislike
them for Allah's sake. This enmity must remain even as
they are called to Islam and even if they are allowed to
reside in the Muslim land, and they pay the Jizyah to the
Muslim leader. This is because the Messenger

took the lJizyah from the Jews, the Christians, and the fire
worshippers. This taking of the Jizyah from them serves as
an aid for the Muslims. It wasn't collected because of love
for them. Rather, it was collected if they did not accept
Islam and they were spared.
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However, if they refuse to accept Islam and pay the jizyah,
they will not be spared if it is in Muslims' ability. This
ruling is specific to the people of the Book and the fire
worshippers. As for the rest of the disbelievers (like the
pagans, communist, and the likes from amongst the
disbelievers), then the jizyah will not be accepted from
them, and they will be fought until they accept Islam. This
is due to the statement of Allah (IHy&UUL),

"And fight them until there is no more Fitnah
(disbelief and polytheism: i.e., worshipping others
besides Allah) and the religion (worship) will all be
for Allah Alone." [Surah al-'Anfal 8:39]

He (JijSAC.) says,

"March forth, whether you are light (being healthy,
young and wealthy) or heavy (being ill, old and
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poor), strive hard with your wealth and your lives in
the Cause of Allah. This is better for you if you but
knew." [Siirah At-Taxvbah 9:41]

He (J\2JEUUL) says,

"Then when the Sacred Months (the 1st, 7th, 11th,
and 12th months of the Islamic calendar) have
passed, then Kkill the Mushrikun (see V.2:105)
wherever you find them, and capture them and
besiege them, and prepare for them each and every
ambush. But if they repent and perform As-Salat
(lgamat-as-Salat), and give Zakat, then leave their
way free. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful." [Surah At-Tawbah 9:5]

Verses under this subject matter are abundant.

What is intended by Allah's (d~"&”"C.) statement "having
the ability to do that" is just as what is mentioned in the
verse,
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"Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope."
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:286]

He ( says,

"So, keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much
as you can." [Siirah at-Taghabun 64:16]

The Prophet did not fight against the polytheists
until he had the strength. Afterward, Allah (J I s ay s
in the last part of Surah al-Mujadilah,

4 &

"For such, He has written Faith in their hearts, and
strengthened them with Ruh (proofs, light, and true
guidance) from Himself." [Surah al-Mujadilah 58:22]

Meaning: He gave them strength.
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The author said,

[ri n

"Know, may Allah guide you to His obedience, that
the Hanifiyah is the creed of Ibrahim (Abraham),
which is to worship Allah alone, upon pure
religious devotion. This is what Allah has ordered
all mankind with, and He created them for this
purpose (of worship). The evidence is in His saying,

"And | (Allah) created not the jinns and humans

except they should worship Me (Alone)." [Surah adh-
Dhdriydt 51:56]
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To "worship Me" means to single out Me (Allah)
alone in worship. The greatest thing that Allah has
ordered is Tawhid, to make Allah the sole object of
worship. The greatest of what He forbade is Shirk,
which is to call upon others with Allah. The
evidence is in His saying, "Worship Allah and join
none with Him in worship.” [Surah an-Nisa’ 4:36]

Explanation

5

He (iisaid,

"Know, may Allah guide you to His obedience." He
combined teaching and making Du'a.
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"That the Hanlflyyah is the creed of Ibrahim is to worship
Allah alone" This is what Allah says regarding this matter
of worship to His prophet Muhammad

"Then, We have inspired you (O Muhammad
saying): "Follow the religion of lbrahim

(Abraham) Hanlfa (Islamic Monotheism - to

worship none but Allah." [Surah an-Nahl 16:123]

Hanlflyyah is the religion that has sincerity and loyalty to
Allah alone and abandons any partnership with Him. The
practitioner is he who is devoted to Allah, opposes
everything besides Him, is genuine in worship to Him like
Ibrahim and his followers. In this fashion, were the
other prophets and their followers,

He (ii'&j) said,
-ftsi4J | AJuJ

"This is what Allah has ordered all mankind with,
and He created them for this purpose (of worship)”

Allah orders mankind to single Him out alone (Tawhid)
and to be sincere to Him in worship. He created them to
worship Him alone through their Salah, fasting,
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supplication, fear, hope, slaughtering, vows, and other
kinds of worship, all of which for Allah alone as He says,

"And your Lord has decreed that you worship none
but Him." [Surah al-"Isra" 17:23]

He (JUSjiiUCI) says,

"You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask
for help (for each and everything)." [Surah al-Fatihah
1.5]

He says,

"So, worship Allah (Alone) by doing religious
deeds sincerely for Allah's sake only." [Siirah az-
Zumar 39:2]

He (jLSjicUUi) says,
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"O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah).” [Surah al-
Bagarah 2:21]

This worship is the reason for mankind's creation. It is the
reason for the creation of both jinn and mankind. This
worship is to single out Allah alone, obey His commands,
and keep away from His prohibitions. Allah

says,

"And | (Allah) created not the jinns and humans
except they should worship Me (Alone)." [Surah adh-
Dhdriydt 51:56]

Meaning: Single Him alone out in worship and make Him
the sole object of worship by carrying out His commands

and avoiding His prohibitions.

He said,

"The greatest thing that Allah has ordered is Tawhid, to
make Allah the sole object of worship." What is intended
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by worship is that it is only for Allah alone. So, don't
worship idols, prophets, angels, stones, jinn, and so forth
alongside Him (Allah).

The author (ilife)) said,

400G  5jibJ AjiS\ piaX-lj

"The greatest of what he forbade is Shirk, which is to call
upon others with Allah."”

Allah says,

4 ®

"But if they had joined in worship others with
Allah, all that they used to do would have been of
no benefit to them." [Surah Al-An*am 6:88]

And He ( Z’>\Z) says,

05 iy’ ="A 0N s
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"And indeed, it has been revealed to you (O
Muhammad as it was to those (Allah's

Messengers) before you: "If you join others in
worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) your deeds
will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the
losers.” [Surah az-Zumar 39:65]

And in the two Sahih of al-Bukhari and Muslim, on the
authority of 'Abdullah who reported,

Pclijjli ......., fupiljp o 7jli jliax
p oii jli pip o' tU iloij jEP o' " jli 'Su

iljlp ppp GPO ” jIN iK™
‘m"What is the worst sin?' He said: 'That you make an
equal to Allah, while it is He Who created you/" He
said: "l said: 'Then what?' He said: 'That you Kkill
your child fearing that he will eat with you.™ He

said: "l said: 'Then what?’ He said: 'That you commit
adultery with your neighbor's wife."™

So, he (pj™p p) explained that Shirk is the greatest, most
severe, and most dangerous sin.

And in another Hadith, he ilp) said,
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"'Should I not inform you about the most grievous
of the grave sins?' We said, 'Yes, O Messenger of
Allah." Then he said, 'Associating anyone with
Allah.™

This Hadlth is agreed on by both Bukhari and Muslim.

So Tawhid is singling out worship for Allah alone, and
Shirk is calling upon other than Allah. You call upon Him,
fear Him, have hope in Him, sacrifice for Him, make vows
to Him, and anything else that is considered worship.

If you do this for other than Allah, then this is major Shirk

- even if the person you are calling upon is a Prophet, an
angel, jinn, tree, or rock because Allah says,

"Worship Allah and join none with Him in
worship." [Surah fln-Msal4:36]

None meaning: Nothing at all.

And He (dUsi&CLi,) says,
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"And they were commanded not, but that they
should worship Allah, and worship none but Him
Alone." [Siirah al-Bayyinah 98:5]

So, the greatest thing Allah ordered us with is to worship
Him alone, and the greatest thing which He has forbidden
us from is associating anyone else with Him.

That's why Allah mentions ordering Tawhid and

forbidding Shirk in numerous places throughout the
Qur’an.
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"If you were asked, "What are the three
fundamentals that must be understood by every
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Muslim?", say: "The servant should know his Rabb
(Lord), his religion, and his Prophet, Muhammad

If you are asked: "Who is your Rabb (Lord)?" say:
"My Rabb (Lord) is Allah. He has nourished me and
all other creatures with his blessings. He is my
Deity, and | have no other besides Him." The
evidence is in His saying, "All the praises and
thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists).” [Surah al-
Fatihah 1:2], Everything other than Allah is of His
Creation, and | am part of that Creation."”

Explanation

These three fundamental principles which gather all of the
religion: "Who is your Rabb? Who is your prophet? What
is your religion?" are matters which the servant will be
asked about in his grave.

69 |Page



A CLEAR SUMMARY OF THE THREE-
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE

So, if someone asked, "Who is your Rabb?" You say, "My
Rabb is the One Who sustained me and all of the creation
with His blessings, and He is my Lord, and | have no other.

This is the Lord of all that exists just as Allah (d\2EUU0)
says,

"All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of
the ‘Alamm (mankind, jinns and all that exists).”
[Surah al-Fdtihah 1:2]

The word ‘Alamin refers to all of the creation - jinn,
humans, animals, mountains, and trees. All of them are
created beings. Allah (jIpSALI) says,

"Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth in six days, and then He
Istawa (rose over) the Throne (really in a manner
that suits His Majesty). He brings the night as a
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cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, and (He
created) the sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His
Command. Surely, His is the Creation and
Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)!" [Siirah
al-Ardf7:54]

He is the Rabb of everyone. To Allah belongs the creation
and He commands them. He is deserving to be worshiped.
Based upon this Allah (dI2jEUUI) says,

"O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah)." [Surah al-
Bagarah 2:21]

So, He is my Deity, and | have no other besides Him. The
proof of that is Allah's (JEy & /) statement,

G:) N\
"All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of
the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).”

[Siirah al-Fdtihah 1:2]

Meaning: All praises belong to Allah and worship is a form
of praise.
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Everything besides Allah is from the creation. The jinn,
mankind, animals, and mountains are all created beings,
and | am one of those creations that Allah created. He
brought us into existence and made it obligatory upon His
creation to obey Him. So, obeying Allah and His Messenger

and singling out Allah alone in worship is a
religious duty placed upon all of those who have been
obliged, from the jinn and mankind, to fulfill.

In the same fashion, the angels have been duty-bound to
worship Allah alone. Based upon this Allah says
about the angels,

"Who disobey not, (from executing) the Commands
they receive from Allah, but do that which they are
commanded.” [Surah at-Tahrhn 66:6]

He (JiyAiUC..) also says,
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"They speak not until He has spoken, and they act
on His Command. He knows what is before them,
and what is behind them, and they cannot intercede
except for him with whom He is pleased. And they
stand in awe for fear of Him." [Siirah al-Anbiyd 21:28]
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"If you were asked, "How did you know your Rabb
(Lord)?", then say: "Through His signs and His
creatures. Among His signs are the night, day, the
sun, and the moon. Among His creation are the
heavens, the earth, and all that is in and between
them." The evidence is in His saying: "And from
among His Signs are the night and the day, and the
sun and the moon. Prostrate not to the sun nor to the
moon, but prostrate to Allah Who created them, if
you (really) worship Him." [Siirah Fussilat 41:37]

And His saying: "Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who
created the heavens and the earth in six days, and
then He Istawa (rose over) the Throne (really in a
manner that suits His Majesty). He brings the night
as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, and (He
created) the sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His
Command. Surely, His is the Creation and
Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)! "[Siirah
al-Araf7.54]

The word Rabb here refers to the worshipped Deity.

The evidence to this is in His saying: "O mankind!
Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you and
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those who were before you so that you may become
Al-Muttaqun (the pious - see V.2:2). Who has made
the earth a resting place for you, and the sky as a
canopy, and sent down water (rain) from the sky and
brought forth therewith fruits as a provision for you.
Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship)
while you know (that He Alone has the right to be
worshipped).” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:21-22]

Ibn Kathir (ijsaid, "The Creator of all these
things is the Only One deserving to be worshiped."

Explanation

"If you were asked™" O Muslim! How do you come to know
your Lord Whom you worship? Say, "I come to know Him
by His signs and His creation. Meaning: I learn about Allah
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by His numerous signs and His tremendous creations that
demonstrate that He is the Magnificent Lord, the Creator,
and All-Knowing and He is the Only One Who deserves
worship. Thus, He is the One Who creates whatever He
wants, gives, prevents, benefits, and harms (as He wills).
Everything is in His Hands

So, Allah is the Only One deserving of our worship by
giving obedience to Him, supplicating to Him, seeking
relief from agony, as well as the rest of our deeds and acts
of worship. All of this because Allah created us for this
purpose. Allah (d\2j£UUi) says,

"And | (Allah) created not the jinns and humans
except they should worship Me (Alone)." [Surah adh-
Dhdriydt 51:56]

This worship as mentioned in the previous verse is the
Tawhid, obedience, adherence to His legislation, giving
tremendous importance to His commands and prohibitions
in speech as well as action.

The proof for learning about Allah by way of His signs is in
Allah's (dI2j&AC.) statement,
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"And from among His Signs are the night and the
day, and the sun and the moon." [Surah Fussilat 41:37]

All of this demonstrates that Allah is the Lord of all that
exists and that He is the Creator, All-Knowing. He brings
the night through its darkness and brings the day through
its sunlight. Afterward, He causes the day to arrive and the
night to depart.

The Sun rises over the entire world and mankind benefits
from it. The same for the moon at night. There are other
tremendous signs like the earth and what it contains from
mountains, rivers, seas, trees, and animals and the heavens
which people see. All of these are signs that demonstrate
His Majesty, that He is the Lord of all that exists, the
Creator, All-Knowing, and the One deserving of worship.
So, based upon this, Allah says,

"And from among His Signs are the night and the
day, and the sun and the moon. Prostrate not to the
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sun nor to the moon, but prostrate to Allah Who
created them, if you (really) worship Him." [Surah
Fussilat 41:37]

Meaning: Do not worship these created things. Rather
worship the One Who created and brought them into
existence. The servant shows humility, submission,
obedience to Allah's commands, and abstention from His
prohibitions because He is the Only One deserving of it. All
of this is done with veneration, reverence, fear, and hope
for the reward with Allah.

Allah ("™"\J§,£UCl) says,

"Indeed, your Lord is Allah™ [Surah al- Araf7:54]

Meaning: O servants from the jinn and mankind! Your Lord
is Allah. Your Lord is your Creator and the one true Deity
Who has no partners,

"Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth in six days, and then He
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Istawa (rose over) the Throne (really in a manner
that suits His Majesty." [Surah al- Araf7:54]

Meaning: He rose and ascended the Throne.

So, His knowledge encompasses every place. Yet, He is

above His Throne, above all of His creation. His Throne,

which is the ceiling of the creation, is the uppermost of

creation, and Allah is above everything. Then, He ascended

above it (the Throne) in a manner befitting His Majesty.

None of His attributes resemble the creation. Allah
says,

"There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-
Hearer, the All-Seer." [Siirah ash-Shurd 42:11]

He says,

"And there is none co-equal or comparable unto
Him." [Siirah al-"lkhlds 112:4]

The author (Alston) then mentioned the statement of Allah
C )
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"He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking
it rapidly." [Surah al- 7\ra/7:54]

Meaning: They envelop one another.

"Seeking it rapidly."”

Meaning: They seek one another fast and when one finishes
the other enters. This will happen in this manner until the
last hour is established.

Allah created the sun, moon, and stars. He has made them
subjugated, obedient, and submissive to His commands.

Then He ( says,

"Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment.”
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The creation and command both belong to Allah. He is the
Supreme Creator, and His universal command is
undeniable and carried on the people just as Allah

( says,

"Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is
only that He says to it, "Be!" and it is!" [Siirah Ya-Sin
36:82]

He says,

4 0 NNA=a NS )

"And Our Commandment is but one, as the
twinkling of an eye." [Siirah al-Qamar 54:50]

So, Allah's universal, ordained commands are
unpreventable and based upon this Allah says,
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"His is the Creation and Commandment. Blessed be
Allah, the Lord of the ‘AlamIn (mankind, jinns and
all that exists)!" [Surah al- Araf7:54]

Tabarak (Blessed): The highest degree of blessing and this
wording is only used for Allah. So, you cannot say to a
servant "Tabarak so-and-so person." This is specific to
Allah, just as He says,

"Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the dominion, and
He is Able to do all things." [Surah al-Mulk 67:1]

You can say to something from the creation, "Barak Allah
6so-and-so" or, "so-and-so Mubarak™ or, "Tabdrakta7' but
"Tabarak" is only for Allah alone.

"And 'Rabb™ is the one true Deity. The word ‘Alamin is
used to refer to all of the creation of the jinn, mankind, the
sky, and the earth. He (JlyiiULI) is its Lord, the Lord and
Creator (=&£m) of everything.

6 TN: This phrase is a supplication asking for blessing.
7TN: This is the past tense form of
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Allah says,

"O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who
created you and those who were before you so that
you may become Al-Muttagun (the pious - see
V.2:2)." [Siirah al-Bagarah 2:21]

He created everything that came before us and came after
us (from the time of Adam, before him and after him. Allah
created everything for the purpose of being religious and
to worship Him alone just as He says,

"so that you may become Al-Muttaqun (the pious -
see V.2:2)." [Surah al-Bagarah 2:21]

Then, Allah explained some of his actions in which He
(d\2)&UN) says,
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"Who has made the earth a resting place for you"
[Surah al-Bacjarah 2:22]

He made the earth a place of rest for mankind. He made it
a flat land for mankind to build upon, live upon, sleep

upon, and walk upon. He also anchored mountains on it.

Then He says,

"And the sky as a canopy,"
Allah built the sky as a canopy and a protective roof. Yet,

they are in denial of his signs. He also adorned it with stars,
the sun, and the moon.

"And sent down water from the sky."

Meaning: From the clouds.

"And brought forth therewith fruits as a provision
for you."
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Meaning: Diverse types of provisions in every place. Allah
brings the earth to life after it is dead.

Then He says,

"Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship)
while you know." [Surah al-Bacjarah 2:22]

Meaning: Don't set up things that falsely resemble or are
made to be parallel in worship alongside Allah. Not any
idols, jinn, angels, or so forth.

So, worship is a right that belongs to Allah alone. He
doesn't have any rival, equal, or match in this. Rather, He
is the one true Deity. The Mushrikun (Polytheists) used to
take from idols, jinn, and angels as rivals to Allah and they
worshiped them and sought relief from hardship from
them besides Allah. So, Allah rejected this action from
them. Allah made it clear that the creation is undeserving
and none from the creation has any right to be worshiped.
Nor does the creation possess any power to do anything
without Allah (d*UCI) having given prior permission and
decree.

Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathlr (iiUd”) said in his Tafsir of the verse,
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The creator of these things from heavens, earth, fruits, trees,

rain, and so forth. He ( is deserving to be
worshiped and obeyed because He is the Lord, Master, and
Creator of all thing just as Allah says,

"And your llah (God) is One llah (God - Allah), La
ilaha ilia Huwa (there is none who has the right to
be worshipped but He), the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:163]
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"There are various forms of worship which Allah
commanded like Islam, Tman, and Thsan. So, from
that is Du‘a (supplication), Khawf (fear), Raja’
(hope), Tawakkul (trust), Raghbah (aspiration),
Rahbah  (dread), Khushu' (submissiveness),
Khashiyah  (knowledge-based fear), Tnabah
(turning repentantly to Allah), Tsti'anah (seeking
assistance), Tsti'adhah (seeking refuge), Tstighathah
(to seek succor), Dhabh (sacrifice), Nadhar (vowing),
and other forms of worship which Allah
commanded. All of which is a right belonging to
Allah alone. The evidence to that is His (jQyXUUi,)
saying,

"And the mosques are for Allah (Alone), so, invoke
not anyone along with Allah." [Surah al-Jinn 72:18]

"And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allah,
any other ilah (god), of whom he has no proof, then
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his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely! Al-
Kafirun (the disbelievers in Allah and in the
Oneness of Allah, polytheists, pagans, idolaters,
etc.) will not be successful." [Surah al-Mu‘mimn
23:117]

It was narrated in the Hadlth: "Supplication is the
essence of worship.”" And the evidence is in His
saying,

"And your Lord said: "Invoke Me, [i.e., believe in
My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] (and ask Me for
anything) | will respond to your (invocation).
Verily! Those who scorn My worship [i.e., do not
invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness,
(Islamic Monotheism)] they will surely enter Hell in
humiliation!" [Siirah Ghafir 40:60]

Explanation

ft/'vS



EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

Worship has diverse types. Among them is Islam and its
pillars. So, everything Allah ordered from the actions of
Islam is considered worship. From Salah, fasting, and so
forth. The same can be said with Tman and its inner actions;
like believing in Allah, His angels, His books, His
messengers, the Last Day, and the good and bad of the
Divine Decree. The same can be said for fear, love, and
hope, etc.

So, everything that has something to do with the heart falls
under worship. The same for Thsan - "that you worship
Allah as if you can see him" - this also is from worship. It
(Thsan) is the highest and greatest form of worship.

It is obligatory on every responsible person to have sincere
devotion in their worship of Allah alone. Thus, do not
worship prophets, righteous people, idols, trees, rocks, or
stars alongside Allah. Worship is a right that belongs to
Allah alone. He ( says,

"And the mosques are for Allah (Alone), so invoke
not anyone along with Allah." [Surah al-]inn 72:18]

He (I\2jAUUA) says,
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"You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask
for help (for each and everything)." [Siirah al-Fatihah
1:5]

He also says,

"And invoke not beside Allah, any that will neither
profit you, nor hurt you, but if (in case) you did so,
you shall certainly be one of the Zalimun
(polytheists and wrong-doers)." [Surah Yunus 10:106]

He ( says,

"And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allah,
any other ilah (god), of whom he has no proof, then
his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely! Al-
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Kafirun (the disbelievers in Allah and the Oneness
of Allah, polytheists, pagans, idolaters, etc.) will not
be successful.”" [Surah al-Mu'minun 23:117]

Also, He says,

"He merges the night into the day (i.e., the decrease
in the hours of the night are added to the hours of
the day), and He merges the day into the night (i.e.,
the decrease in the hours of the day are added to the
hours of the night). And He has subjected the sun
and the moon; each runs its course for a term
appointed. Such is Allah your Lord; His is the
kingdom. And those, whom you invoke or call upon
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instead of Him, own not even a Qitmlr (the thin
membrane over the date-stone). If you invoke (or
call upon) them, they hear not your call, and if (in
case) they were to hear, they could not grant it (your
request) to you. And on the Day of Resurrection,
they will disown you worshiping them. And none
can inform you (O Muhammad like Him
Who is the All-Knower (of each and everything).”
[Siirah Fatir 35:13-14]

So, Allah (J\2jEUUI) called their supplication Shirk. So,
being sincerely devoted to Allah alone in worship is a
religious duty upon all those held accountable. That sincere
devotion is to be in their Rajaj fear, Tsti'anah, Tstighathah,
slaughtering, vows, Khashiyah of Allah, Salah, fasting, and
so forth. All these diverse acts of worship belong to Allah
alone.

So, anyone who tries to attain nearness to Allah through
supplicating to a Wali, a prophet, an idol, a tree, or stone or
by slaughtering, vows, Salah, fasting, or similar to that, then
he is a polytheist and disbeliever. He has also worshiped
that besides Allah just like the polytheists, in the beginning,
those individuals who worshiped graves, trees, stones, and
idols. Based upon this Allah (j~ ) says,
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"But if they had joined in worship others with
Allah, all that they used to do would have been of
no benefit to them." [Surah Al- An am 6:88]

He (J2J&UUL) says,

"Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with
Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him,
and the Fire will be his abode. And for the Zalimun
(polytheists and wrong-doers) there are no helpers.”
[Siirah Al-Ma idah 5:72]

Also, He says,
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"And indeed, it has been revealed to you (O
Muhammad S%»), as it was to those (Allah's
Messengers) before you: "If you join others in
worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) your deeds
will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the
losers. Nay! But worship Allah (Alone and none
else), and be among the grateful.” [Surah az-Zumar
39:65-66]

Itis a religious duty to have sincere devotion to Allah alone
in all of these forms of worship. So, whoever directs any of
that to other than Allah, whether it is an idol, stone, tree, or
agrave, is a polytheist and a disbeliever based upon Allah's
(I\2j2EUUI) statement,

"And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allah,
any other ilah (god), of whom he has no proof, then
his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely! Al-
Kafirun (the disbelievers in Allah and the Oneness
of Allah, polytheists, pagans, idolaters, etc.) will not
be successful.” [Siirah al-Mu'minun 23:117]
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There are other previous verses that illustrate this and are
a proof of what was mentioned prior.

In the Hadith,

"Supplication is the essence of worship."

Allah says,

"And your Lord said:" Invoke Me, [i.e., believe in
My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] (and ask Me for
anything) 1 will respond to your (invocation).
Verily! Those who scorn My worship [i.e., do not
invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness,
(Islamic Monotheism)] they will surely enter Hell in
humiliation!" [Surah Ghafir 40:60]

So, Allah called Du‘a (supplication) worship in His
statement, "Verily! Those who scorn My worship".
Meaning: scorn supplicating to Me.
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The author then said,

"So Du a" is to appeal to Allah by supplicating to Him,
asking for salvation and provision; all of which are
worship. So, if one were to direct that to an idol, tree, stone,
or the dead, then he would become one who ascribes
partners to Allah (j~ ). So, it is obligatory to be on guard
from Shirk and all of its subtle and significant aspects and
remember that worship is for Allah alone.

However, appealing to a living, capable person for
something that he can do is not a problem and is not
considered Shirk. So, if you asked your brother who is
present, "O ‘Abdullah! Help me cut down this tree or dig a
well,"” then that is no problem just as Allah ( says
in the story of Musa,

{ hi <£$ Jp crt <sj$ »

"The man of his (own) party askedhim for help
against his foe." [Sumh al-Qasas28:15]
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So, the Israeli asked for help from Musa against the Copt
because Musa was capable of aiding him. Also, he (Musa)
was among the speaking and hearing (the living).

But if you depend on one of the creation for something that
only Allah can do - it doesn't matter if that person is
present, absent, or dead - and he believes that the one
whom he is supplicating to can bring benefit or cause him
harm, not by means related to physical senses, then this a
form of major Shirk just as Allah related what the
polytheists said,

"These are our intercessors with Allah." [Siirah
Yunus 10:18]

They thought that by worshiping them that they could
intercede before Allah to help them get what they want or
help them get closer to Allah.

Just like what Allah ($Sj 4\aL) mentioned about them in
this verse,

99 |Page



MEANING OF WORSHIP AND TYPES

"We worship them only that they may bring us near
to Allah." [Surah az-Zumar 39:3]

This happened because of their ignorance and misguidance
concerning the one giving and receiving intercession.

All intercession belongs to Allah. Allah administers the
affairs of His servant as He pleases. Hence, intercession is
only granted to the one with whom Allah is pleased with
their deeds and no one is allowed to seek intercession with
Allah except after permission is granted by Him just as
Allah says,

n B'M ~ if ~

"Who is he that can intercede with Him except with
His Permission?" [Surah al-Bagarah 2:255]

He(J . a |l s o says,

"And they cannot intercede except for him with
whom He is pleased.” [Surah al-Anbiya 21:28]
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So, intercession can only be granted after receiving Allah's
permission, and He is content with the one seeking it. Allah
is only pleased with the people of Tawhid. As the Prophet

*&&) said when Abu Hurayrah asked,
N N
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"'O Allah's Messenger! Who will be the happiest
person who will gain your intercession on the Day
of Resurrection?' Allah's Messenger said:
‘O Abu Hurayrah! I have thought that none will ask
me about it before you as | know your longing for
the (learning of) ahadith. The happiest person who
will have my intercession on the Day of
Resurrection will be the one who said sincerely
from the bottom of his heart, 'None has the right to
be worshipped but Allah.™8

8 Collected by al-Bukhari in his Sahih No. (99) and No. (6570).
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Therefore, intercession will only be given to the people of
Tawhid and Tman whom Allah is pleased with their
statements and actions.
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MENTIONING SOME OF THE ACTS OF WORSHIP
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EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

'I.V

And the Evidence for Khawf (fearing) Allah alone is
in His (JUyiiUUi,) saying, "So fear them not, but fear
Me if you are (true) believers.” [Surah Ali Imran
3:175]

Evidence of Raja’ (hope) is in His (JIly&"LI) saying,
"So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord,
let him work righteousness and associate none as a
partner in the worship of his Lord." [Surah al-Kahf
18:110]

Evidence of Tawakkul (trust) is in His (JI2JAIUUL)
saying, "And put your trust in Allah if you are
believers indeed.” [Surah al-Ma idah 5:23] and His
saying, "And whosoever puts his trust in Allah; then
He will suffice him." [Surah at-Talaq 65:3]

Evidence of Raghbah (aspiration), Rahbah (dread),
Khushu' (submissiveness) is in His (jliy&UIl)
saying, "And they used to call on Us with hope and
fear, and used to humble themselves before Us."
[Surah al-Anbiyd 21:90]
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MENTIONING SOME OF THE ACTS OF WORSHIP

Evidence of Khashiyah (knowledge-based fear) is in
His (S&jz&71) saying, "So fear them not, but fear
Me! - And so that | may complete My Blessings on
you and that you may be guided.” [Siirah al-Bagarah
2:150]

Evidence of Tnabah (turn repentantly to Allah) is in
His ("UJMAUCQD) saying, "And turn in repentance and
in obedience with true Faith (Islamic Monotheism)
to your Lord and submit to Him, (in Islam), before
the torment comes upon you, then you will not be
helped.” [Siirah az-Zumar 39:54]

Evidence of Tsti'anah (seeking assistance) is in His
( saying, "You (Alone) we worship, and you
(Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything)."
[Surah al-Fatihah 1.5] and from the Hadlth, "And
when you seek assistance, seek Allah's aid."”

Evidence of Jsti‘adhah (seeking refuge) is in His
(IN2j&£2,) saying, "Say: "l seek refuge with (Allah)
the Lord of mankind, The King of mankind.” [Siirah
an-Nds 114:1-2]

Evidence of Tstighathah (to seek succor) is in His
(™\2j&™2) saying, "(Remember) when you sought
help of your Lord and He answered you (saying): "l
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will help you with a thousand of the angels each
behind the other (following one another) in
succession/" [Siirah al-*Anfdl 8:9]

Evidence of Dhabh (sacrifice) is in His ($y£UJ/))
saying, "Say (O Muhammad "Verily,
my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my
dying are for Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists)"" [Siirah al-
An dm 6:162] And from the Hadlth, "Allah's curse is
upon those who offer sacrifices to other than Him."

Evidence of Nadhar (vowing) is in His (j\2jEU/Z)

saying: "They (are those who) fulfill (their) vows,
and they fear a Day whose evil will be wide-
spreading.” [Siirah al-"Jnsan 76:7]

Explanation

The author mentioned some types of worship,
among them is Khawf (fear) which has three categories:
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The First: Secret Fear which is exclusively for Allah.
Because He is capable of all things and He should be feared
as Allah (dUy&AUi) says,

"So, fear them not, but fear Me if you are (true)
believers." [Siirah Ali Imran 3:175]

He (d\ijXUUi) says,

"And fear none but Allah." [Siirah at-Tawbah 9:18]

He also says,

"Therefore, fear not men but fear Me." [Suralt al-
Ma idah 5:44]

So, having Khashiyah (knowledge-based fear) and Khawf
(fear) of Allah is mandatory. This is because He is capable
of turning the hearts and has power over all things; capable
of bringing benefit or harm, giving, and taking away.
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Making this type of fear exclusive for Allah is obligatory,
and only Allah should be feared at this level in all cases.

One normally has this level of fear because of an exclusive
ability that is not perceived by what one senses. This is the
reason why the grave worshippers believe that some
people have the power to administer things in the creation
along with Allah (icjji). They also believe that it pertains to
idols, jinn, and so forth and this is major Shirk. Also, they
believe that those things possess the ability to give, prevent,
deviate the hearts, and cause death without any natural
causes.

The second: Fear caused by what one senses, just like what
Allah mentioned in the story of TJhud when it was told to
the Prophet that the polytheists had gathered
together and turned against him. Allah revealed about this
matter,

"It is only Shaytan (Satan) that suggests to you the
fear of his Auliya' [supporters and friends
(polytheists, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah
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and His Messenger, Muhammad so fear
them not, but fear Me, if you are (true) believers."
[Siirah A'ii Imran 3:175]

So Shaytan scares people with his supporters and makes
them seem big in their hearts so they can have a fear of
them, and Allah (JUyiiUUi.) says, "So fear them not."”
Depend on Me and prepare yourselves and do not care
about them as Allah says in another verse,

"And make ready against them all you can of
power." [Surah al- Anfal 8:60]

This is fear caused by what one senses and its okay.
However, the secret fear - fear from the heart - that is what
is forbidden.

However, fear caused by what one senses, like fearing a
thief, a burglar, or an enemy, this is something one should
prepare the necessary weapons for. This matter is
obligatory due to what Allah ( says,
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"O you who believe! Take your precautions.” [Siirah
an-Nisa 4:71]

Allah said about Musa when he left Egypt afraid of
Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and his people,

"So, he escaped from there, looking about in a state
of fear.” [Siirah al-Qasas 28:21]

This is fear caused by what one senses, and it's okay, but
fearing the enemy should not keep you from making Jihad
or aiding and supporting the truth. This type of fear should
only carry one to prepare before facing the enemy and take
precaution.

The third: Natural fear: This is a part of the natural
disposition of man. This type of fear is not blameworthy.
For example, one is afraid of a snake, scorpion, or predatory
animal. So, in this case, he should distance himself from it
and kill it, or he should distance himself from their habitat
so that he won't get harmed.

This matter is unavoidable as Allah placed this natural
disposition within us to protect us from harm. For instance,
we fear the cold, and as a result, we wear heavy clothes. We
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MENTIONING SOME OF THE ACTS OF WORSHIP

fear hunger, and as a result, we eat. We fear thirst, so as a
result, we drink. All of these things are natural.

In the same manner for Raja’ (hope), it is a form of worship
which is exclusive to Allah. So, we have hope in Allah and
have good thoughts of Allah just as He says,

"So, whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord,
let him work righteousness and associate none as a
partner in the worship of his Lord." [Siirah Al-Kahf
18:1107

So, Raghbah (aspiration) for Allah and Raja’ (hoping) for
His reward are all acts of worship to Him. Allah (dI2JEUUI)
says,

"Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds,
and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and
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used to humble themselves before Us." [Siirah Al-
Anhiyd 21:90]

So, Raghbah (aspiration) is Raja’ (hope), and Rahbah (awe)
is Khawf (fear). Both are forms of worship in which the
servant is obliged to think good of his Lord and act
according to the legislated guidelines. Indeed, having good
thoughts (of Allah) coupled with the legislated means
comes back to the servant in the form of good, mercy,
entering Jannah, and forgiveness of sins.

The same for Tawakkul (trust), it is also a form of worship
in which one entrusts to Allah, depends completely on Him
along with taking the necessary means. So, you depend on
Allah for protection from evil and temptation, obtaining
provision, entering Jannah, deliverance from Hell along
with taking the legislated means. Allah ($sj& £i) says,

"And put your trust in Allah if you are believers
indeed.” [Surah al-Ma idah 5:23]

He (d\2WUi) also says,

£
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"And whosoever puts his trust in Allah; then He
will suffice him." [Siirah at-Talaq 65:3]

Meaning: The tawakkul in Allah is appropriate for him.

The same for Raghbah (aspiration), Rahbah (awe), and
Khashiyah (knowledge-based fear) of Allah. All of these
are forms of worship. Allah (dN"W"i) says about the
Prophets and the righteous,

"Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds,
and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and
used to humble themselves before Us." [Surah al-
Anhiya 21:90]

They were afraid of Allah, humble towards Him.

Tnabah (turning repentantly to Allah) is a form of worship
in which Allah says,
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"And turn in repentance and in obedience with true
Faith (Islamic Monotheism) to your Lord and
submit to Him in Islam).” [Surah az-Zumar 39:54]

Tnabah (turning repentantly to Allah) means to return to
Allah, penitent to Him, and to maintain the correct path to
His obedience. This is a form of worship to Allah which is
a duty upon everyone to turn in repentance to Allah, return
to the Truth, and stay on the path of his obedience.

Tsti'anah (seeking assistance) is a form of worship just as
Allah ( says,

"You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask
for help (for each and everything)." [Surah al-Fatihah
1:5]

And in the Hadith,

"And when you seek assistance, seek Allah's aid."”

So, the servant should seek assistance from Allah. For
instance, you would say, "O Allah! Aid me in remembering
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you and thanking you" or "O Allah! Aid me in obeying
you" or "O Allah! Aid me in everything good," etc. So, you
should seek aid from Allah in all important matters.

Also, Tsti'adhah (seeking refuge) is worship in which you
seek refuge with Allah from all evil and resort to Him just
as Allah says,

"Say, "l seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of the
daybreak.” [Surah al-Falacj 113:1]

He (Jliy™UtC-) also says,

"Say, "l seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of
mankind." [Surah an-Nds 114:1]

Seeking refuge with Allah from the Shaytan, everything
harmful, and every enemy is a matter of which we are duty
bound just as Allah (dEyEULI) says,
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"And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan
(Satan) then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is
All-Hearer, All-Knower." [Surah al- Ardf7:200]

Tstighathah (to seek succor) is worship in which you ask
Allah for support in intense situations that might come
from an enemy, for blessed rain to come down or removal
of harm just as Allah (J\2JEULLI) says,

"(Remember) when you sought help of your Lord,
and He answered you." [Surah Anfdl 8:9]

Dhabh (sacrifice) is worship. Allah ( says,

"Say (O Muhammad "Verily, my Salat
(prayer), my sacrifice." [Siirah al-An dm 6:162]

Meaning: My slaughter.
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"And my living and my dying are for Allah, the Lord
of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).”

[Siirah al- An am 6:162]

Nadhar (vowing) is worship. Allah ($ Zj&ZIL) says,

"They fulfill (their) vow)." [Siirah Insan 76:7]

He also says,

"And whatever you spend from spending (e.g., in
Sadagah - charity, etc. for Allah's Cause) or whatever
vow you make, be sure Allah knows it all." [Siirah

Al-Bagarah 2:270]

The Prophet said,
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"Whoever vows that he will be obedient to Allah,
should remain obedient to Him and whoever made
avow that he will disobey Allah, should not disobey
Him."

So, vowing is a form of worship and an act of obedience to
Allah. When one does this act of worship, he is committed
to fulfilling it. Vowing is disliked because of what it
contains of commitment and hardship. Based upon that the
Prophet forbade it.

He said,

"It does not (necessarily) bring good.”

However, if one took a vow to obey, then he has to commit
it due to the Prophet's ij"») statement,

"Whoever vowed to obey, he shall do so."”

So, if he vowed an act of worship like Salah, fasting, charity,
or other than that, he has to commit to fulfilling it as
previously mentioned.
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"The second principle is knowing the religion of
Islam with proofs. Islam is to submit to Allah with
Tawhid, to yield to Him with obedience, and to
disavow Shirk.

It (the religion of Islam) has three levels: Islam,
Tman (faith), and Ihsan. Each level has its own
pillars.
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The first level (Islam) has five pillars:

1- Testifying that there is no deity worthy of
worship in truth but Allah and that Muhammad
is His Messenger.

2- Performing Salah

3- Paying the Zakat

4- Fasting the month of Ramadan.

5- Pilgrimage to the Sacred House (Makkah).

The evidence for the testimony of faith is His
(JEy5SUN) saying, "La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the
right to be worshipped but He), and the angels, and
those having knowledge (also give this witness);
(He is always) maintaining His creation in Justice.
La ilah ilia Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), the All-Mighty, the All-Wise."
[Surah 1Al Imran 3:18]

This means that it is only Allah that is worthy of
being worshipped and the negation, "no deity,”
implies the denial of any other deities worshipped
besides Allah Who has no partners in the worship
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of Him just as He has no partners in His Domain.
The following verses illustrate this point,

"And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said to
his father and his people: "Verily, | am innocent of
what you worship, except Him (i.e., | worship none
but Allah Alone) Who did create me, and verily, He
will guide me. And he made it [i.e., La ilaha ill-Allah
(none has the right to be worshipped but Allah
Alone)] a Word lasting among his offspring (True
Monotheism), that they may turn back (i.e., to repent
to Allah or receive admonition)." [Surah az-Zukhruf
43:26-28]

His saying, "Say (O Muhammad "O
people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians): Come
to a word that is just between you and us, that we
worship none but Allah, and that we associate no
partners with Him, and that none of us shall take
others as lords besides Allah. Then, if they turn
away, say. "Bear witness that we are Muslims."
[Surah Ali Imran 3:64]

The evidence for testifying that Muhammad

is the Messenger of Allah is in His
(J\2jsaying, "Verily, there has come unto you a
Messenger (Muhammad from amongst
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yourselves (i.e., whom you know well). It grieves
him that you should receive any injury or difficulty.
He (Muhammad is anxious over you (to be
rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and beg Him to
pardon and forgive your sins, in order that you may
enter Paradise and be saved from the punishment of

the Hell-fire), for the believers (he is) full
of pity, kind, and merciful. But if they turn away,
say (O Muhammad "Allah is sufficient

for me. La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), in Him, | put my trust, and He
is the Lord of the Mighty Throne." [Surah at-Tawbah
9:128-129]

The meaning of testifying that Muhammad
(jbj*icS%™) is the Messenger of Allah signifies that
one should obey his ordinances, believe him in what
he tells, avoid what he prohibits, and only worship
Allah according to what has been legislated. The
evidence for Salah, Zakat, and an explanation of
Tawhid is in His (JUsj&ILL) saying, "And they were
commanded not, but that they should worship
Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining
from ascribing partners to Him), and perform As-
Salat (Igamat-as-Salat) and give Zakat: and that is
the right religion." [Siirah al-Bayyinah 98:5]
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The evidence for fasting is His ($ijEUUI) saying, "O
you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting)
is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those
before you, that you may become Al-Muttaqun (the
pious - see V.2:2)." [Siirah al-Bagarah 2:183]

The evidence for Hajj (Pilgrimage) is His (JI2JEUN)
saying, "And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the
House (Ka'bah) is a duty that mankind owes to
Allah, those who can afford the expenses (for one's
conveyance, provision, and residence); and whoever
disbelieves [i.e., denies Hajj (pilgrimage to
Makkah), then he is a disbeliever of Allah], then
Allah stands not in need of any of the Alamin
(mankind and jinns)." [Siirah Aii Imran 3:97]

Explanation

G~ ~€)

This is the second fundamental principle which is knowing
the religion of Islam which has three levels. The Messenger

which is having a sincere devotion to Allah alone, meaning
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submit to Allah through worship, making that worship
exclusively for Him and no other, and disavowing oneself
from Shirk and its people.

So, when the servant does that he has submitted. Meaning
he has yielded and humbled himself to none besides Allah
through worship. He has also disavowed himself from
Shirk and its people. Allah (dI"&ACI) says,

"Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in
Allah, then he has grasped the most trustworthy
handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-
Hearer, All-Knower." [Surah al-Bagarah 2:256]

Disbelieving in the Taghut (false deities) is to disavow
oneself from Shirk and its people, to reject Shirk and believe
that it is false. There is the level of Iman, and lhsan. All of
which is under Islam, the religion which Allah has
legislated for His servants and has sent the messengers to
convey. The level of Islam includes actions performed with
the body.
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Islam has 5 pillars which are the following:

Testifying that there is no deity worthy of worship
in truth except Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah,

Salah,

Performing Zakat,

Fasting the month of Ramadan,

Pilgrimage to the House of Allah (Ka'bah) for
whoever is capable of it.

All of this just as the Prophet said,
A Ai 0sSlii:~ Jffcji g

j = i t 47

"Al-Islam is raised on five (pillars): testifying that
there is no deity worthy of worship in truth except
Allah, that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger,
and the establishment of Salah, payment of Zakat,
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Pilgrimage to the House (Ka'bah) and the fast of
Ramadan."9

So, the first pillar of Islam is the testimony that none has the
right to be worshiped in truth except Allah. One enters the
religion of Islam upon saying it. When he testifies that there
is no deity who deserves to be worshiped but Allah, it
means that nothing is worthy to be worshipped but Allah.
This statement contains a negation as well as an
affirmation. The statement, "there is no deity" is the
negation and the statement, "but Allah" is the affirmation.
Allah ($2j& ™) says,

"You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask
for help (for each and everything)." [Surah al-Fatihah
1:5]

He also says,

9 Hadith of Ibn Umar (*”~ 6) collected by al-Bukhari No. (8) and by
Muslim No. (16).
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"And they were commanded not, but that they
should worship Allah, and worship none but Him
Alone." [Siirah Bayyinah 98:5]

He also said,

"That is because Allah He is the Truth (the only
True Deity of all that exists, Who has no partners or
rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists)
invoke besides Him, it is Batil (falsehood)." [Surah
al-Hajj 22:62]

As for one saying the testimony of faith without
implementing, it will not benefit., For instance, it is like one
saying, "There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah,"
but he does not exclusively worship Allah alone. His
testimony of faith carries no benefit, just like with the
hypocrites. They say the testimony of faith, but they don't
believe in it. That's the reason why they are in the lowest
level of hell. So, the person that says, "There is no deity
worthy of worship except Allah,” then worships graves
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and idols, there will be no benefit for him, and his
testimony of faith is futile.

As for the second testimony of faith which is saying, "l bear
witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,” the
proof for that is Allah's statement,

"Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger
(Muhammad from amongst yourselves
(i.e., whom you know well)." [Surah at-Taxvbah 9:128]

Muhammad is known to you because he is from
amongst you. He comes from the most honorable of tribes
amongst Bani Hashim,

"It grieves him that you should receive any injury
or difficulty.” [Surah at-Taxvbah 9:128]

Meaning: It is hard on him what is hard on you.
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"Is anxious over you."
Meaning: Being guided and being saved from hell.

Allah says,

"Muhammad Qo&&&I¥> is the Messenger of
Allah)." [Surah Fath 48:29]

After making this testimony, one must obey him (the
Prophet in what he ordered, believe in what he
said, stay away from what he forbade, and only worship
Allah with what he has legislated.

So, these four matters are mandatory:

First. Obeying him in what he ordered from the Salah,
Zakat, and so forth.

Second: Believing what he said about the Hereafter,
Paradise, Hell, and so forth.

Third: Avoiding what he forbade us from like fornicating,
Riba, and so forth from what Allah and His Messenger
prohibited.
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Fourth: Only worship Allah with what he legislated. So,
one mustn't introduce into the religion what Allah has not
legislated. This is based upon the statement of Prophet
("5*3cS3fl)fe),

"He who did any act for which there is no sanction
from our behalf, it will be rejected."10

And in another version,

3 ljj A\ »

"He who innovates things in our affairs for which
there is no valid (reason) (commits sin) is to be
rejected."ll

Meaning: It will be denied.

The proof for the Salah, Zakat, and Tafsir of Tawhid is what
Allah (d"y UAA) says,

10Collected by Muslim No. (1718) and al-Bukhari No. (7349 & 7350).
11 Collected by al-Bukhari No. (2697) and Muslim No. (1718) from the
Hadith of A'ishah
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"And they were commanded not, but that they
should worship Allah, and worship none but Him
Alone)" [Siirah al-Bayyinah 98:5]

This is the Tafsxr of Tawhid.

"And perform As-Salah (Igamat-as-Salah) and give
Zakat: and that is the right religion." [Surah al-
Bayyinah 98:5]

He says,

"But if they repent, perform As-Salat (Ilgamat-as-
Salat) and give Zakat, then they are your brethren in
religion.” [Siirah at-Tawbah 9:11]

He also says,
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"But if they repentand perform As-Salat (Ilgamat-as-
Salat), and give Zakat, then leave their way free."”
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:5]

The proof for fasting, Allah says,

~ I Jp

"O you who believe!l Observing As-Saum (the
fasting) is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for
those before you." [Surah al-Bagarah 2:183]

Until His statement (

"The month of Ramadan" [Surah al-Bagarah 2:185]

Meaning: Fasting is obligatory on you every year in the
month of Ramadan.

The proof for Hajj is the statement of Allah
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"And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House
(Ka'bah) is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those
who can afford the expenses (for one's conveyance,
provision, and residence).” [Surah Ali Imran 3:97]

It must be performed once in a lifetime, the Prophet
(m&*$m said,

"Only once, and if anyone performs it more often,
he performs a supererogatory act."12

These are the five pillars of Islam.

12 Collected by Imam Ahmad No. (1/255, 290, 352, 370, & 371); and
Collected by Abu Dawud in his Sunan No. (1721); and an-Nisa'i No.
(2619); and Ibn Majah No. (2886); and collected by al-Hakim No. (1728).
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"The second level is Iman (Faith)

iman comprises seventy and some odd branches,
the highest of which is to say 'La ilaha ilia Allah'
which is to testify that "There is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah," and the lowest branch is to
remove obstacles from the path of the people.
Modesty is one of the branches of Iman. The pillars
of Iman are six:

Belief in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, The Last Day, and Divine Decree,
whether good or bad. Evidence for the six pillars of
Iman is,

"It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each and
every act of obedience to Allah, etc.) that you turn
your faces towards east and (or) west (in prayers);
but Al-Birr is (the quality of) the one who believes
in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the
Prophets and gives his wealth, in spite of love for it,
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to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al-Masakln
(the poor), and to the wayfarer, and to those who ask,
and to set slaves free, performs As-Salat (Ilgamat-as-
Salat), and gives the Zakat, and who fulfill their
covenant when they make it, and who are As-
Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.) in extreme poverty
and ailment (disease) and at the time of fighting
(during the battles). Such are the people of the truth,
and they are Al-Muttaqun (pious - see V.2:2)." [Siirah
al-Bagarah 2:177]

Evidence for Divine Decree is Allah's
statement,

"Verily, We have created all things with Qadar
(Divine Preordainments of all things before their
creation, as written in the Book of Decrees Al-Lauh
Al-Mahfuz)." [Siirah al-Qamar 54:49]

The third level is Ihsan

Ihsan has only one pillar which is to worship Allah
as though you see Him; for if you do not see Him,
indeed He sees you.

Evidence for lhsan is Allah's statement, "Truly,
Allah is with those who fear Him (keep their duty
unto Him), and those who are Muhsinun (good-
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doers, - see the footnote of V.9:120)." [Surah an-Nabhl
16:128]

Also, His saying, "Whatever you (O Muhammad

may be doing, and whatever portion you
may be reciting from the Qur'an, - and whatever
deed you (mankind) may be doing (good or evil), We
are Witness thereof, when you are doing it." [Siirah
Yunus 10:61]

Explanation

to e)
e/’s
V

Iman is associated with the heart as it relates to believing
in Allah, believing He is the Lord of all creation and He is
worthy of worship; believing in the angels, His books, and
His messengers; believing in resurrection after death, in
Hell, and Paradise, and believing in the Divine Decree, both
the good and bad of it.

All of these beliefs are associated with the heart. This is one
of the foundations which is imperative. So, there is no Islam
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without Iman and vice versa. So, both are important.
Submission by way of physical actions and the heart, as
well belief in the heart is obligatory. Based upon this Allah
combined both, Islam & iman, in His Great book, and the
Messenger mentioned them both as well.

So, Islam is physical submission through obedience to
Allah and abandoning acts of disobedience. ’Iman includes
actions in the heart and belief in the heart. The word Islam
can be applied to the word iman and vice versa.

So, if iman is mentioned it includes everything (Islam &
iman), and if Islam is mentioned, it includes both. Allah

(JijloUyLL) says,

"Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam.” [Surah Ali
Imran 3:19]

So, it includes everything, the inward as well as the
outward actions.

The same can be said for iman which when mentioned it
is applied to both. Based upon this, the Prophet
said,
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"Faith has over seventy branches or over sixty
branches. The loftiest branch is the declaration that
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah,
and the lowest is the removal of harm from the
path.”

So, Iman here includes everything. It includes the pillars of
Islam (the physical actions) just as it also includes inward
actions and lhsan.

As for lhsan, it is a perfection of physical and spiritual

worship in which one worships Allah as if you see him, and

if you don't see Him, He sees you. So, whoever worships

Allah with this level of awareness has reached the level of

Ihsan and has attained all levels of good just as Allah
says,

"Truly, Allah is with those who fear Him (keep their
duty unto Him), and those who are Muhsinun
(good-doers, - see the footnote of V.9:120)." [Siirah
An-Nahl 16:128]
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He (j~ ) also says,

"Surely, Allah's Mercy is (ever) near unto the good-
doers." [Surah al- Araf7:56]

The verses with this connotation are numerous.
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Evidence from the Sunnah is the well-known
Hadith of Jibril (Gabriel).

"According to Umar bin Al-Khattab (LLjPsfe) who
said,
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"One day while we were sitting with the Prophet

there came upon us a man with very
white clothes and very dark hair; no traces of any
traveling on him, and none of us knew him. He sat
before the Prophet with his knees
touching the Prophet's knees and his hands over the
Prophet's thighs. The stranger said:

"O Muhammad, tell me about Islam.” He (™ j~i% i)
said: "It is to testify that there is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah, to perform Salah, to give Zakat,
to fast the month of Ramadan, and to perform the
Pilgrimage to the House, if you can afford it.". He
(the stranger) said: "You have spoken the truth.” We
wondered why he asked him and then told him that
what he had said was true.

The stranger then said: "Tell me about Iman." He
said: "It is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His
Books, His Messengers, the Last Day, and in Divine
Decree, whether good or bad.”

He said: "Tell me about lhsan." He said: "To
worship Allah as if you are seeing Him, for though
you do not see Him, He sees you."
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He said: "Tell me about the Last Hour." He said:
"The answerer has no better knowledge than the
questioner."

He said: "Tell me about its signs.” He said: "When a
slave girl gives birth to her own mistress, and when
you see the bare-footed and tattered needy
shepherds vying with each other in erecting high
buildings."

Then that stranger left, and the Prophet was silent
for a while then said: "O TJmar, do you know who
was the questioner?” | said: "Allah and His
Messenger know better." He said: "That was Jibrll.
He came to teach you your religion.”
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EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

A - IJ_/\

"The Third Fundamental is knowing your Prophet
Muhammad

He is Muhammad, the son of ‘Abdullah, the son of
‘Abdul Muttalib, the son of Hashim, and Hashim is
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from the Quraysh; and the Quraysh from the Arabs.
The Arabs are the descendants of Isma'Tl, the son
Ibrahim Al-Khalll. He was born in Makkah and
lived for sixty-three years, forty years before
becoming a Prophet and he was a Prophet and
Messenger for twenty-three years.

He was initiated into prophethood with the
revelation of,

"Read!" [Surah al-Alaq 96:1]

He was made a Messenger with the revelation of "al-
Muddaththir. "

Makkah was his country. Allah sent him as a
Messenger to warn against associating partners with
Allah and to call (people) to the Tawhid of Allah.
The evidence is in His statement,

"O you (Muhammad 4 4 ™ 4) enveloped (in
garments)! Arise and warn! And your Lord (Allah)
magnify! And your garments purify! And keep away
from Ar-Rujz (the idols)! And give not a thing in
order to have more (or consider not your deeds of
Allah's obedience as a favor to Allah). And be
patient for the sake of your Lord (i.e. perform your
duty to Allah).” [Surah al-Muddaththir 74:1-7]



EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

The statement, "Arise and warn!" means warn
against Shirk and call the people to Tawhid. The
statement, "And your Lord (Allah) magnify!" refers
to venerating Him (Allah) through Tawhid. The
statement, "And your garments purify!" refers to
keeping your deeds clean from Shirk. The
statement, "And Kkeep away from Ar-Rujz (the
idols)!" refers to staying away from idols, idolaters,
and disavowing oneself from them.

He continued calling to Tawhid for ten years.
Afterward, he was ascended to Heaven where the
five prayers (Salah) and their times were made a
religious obligation. Thus, he performed the Salah
in Makkah for three years. Then, he was ordered to
migrate to Madinah."

Explanation

T

This is the third fundamental principle which is knowing
our Prophet So, knowing about one's Prophet
whom Allah sent and who conveyed Islam, clarified the
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THE THIRD PRINCIPLE: KNOWING THE PROPHET

legislation which Allah has ordered, and explained the
worship we were created for is a religious duty upon all
mankind.".

This Prophet is Muhammad the seal of the

Prophets, Allah's Messenger to this nation of jinn and

mankind and whom Allah sent him to all people. Allah
says,

"Say (O Muhammad "O mankind!
Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of
Allah." [Surah al- Araf 7:158]

He also says,

"And We have not sent you (O Muhammad
except as a giver of glad tidings and a
warner to all mankind." [Surah Saba' 34:28]

He has several names among them are Muhammad,
’Ahmad, Al-Hashir, and Al-Mahi, and Al-Mugaffa. He was
called these names because he is the seal of the Prophets,
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the Prophet of repentance, the Prophet of mercy, and the
Prophet of fierce battle. All of these names belong to him.
However, the most popular, superior, and greatest is
Muhammad. It is the same name that his family gave to him
and is mentioned in the Qur’an. Allah says,

"Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.”
[Surah al-Fath 48:29]

The same is said for the name ’Ahmad which ‘Isa gave glad
tidings to,

"And giving glad tidings of a Messenger to come
after me, whose name shall be ’Ahmad." [Surah as-
Saff61:6]

He is Muhammad, his father's name is ‘Abdullah, his
grandfather's name is ‘Abdul-Muttalib (and ‘Abdul-
Muttalib is a nickname for his real name which is Shaybah).
His great grandfather's name is Hashim and he was one of
the chiefs of the Quraysh. ‘Abdul-Muttalib was also one of
the leaders of the Quraysh.
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Hashim was from the Quraysh and the Quraysh were a
great tribe. They were the best of the Arabs. The Prophet

ij) was among the elite from them, from Ban!
Hashim. Bani Hashim is from the best of the Quraysh. The
founder's name was Fihr ibn Malik, yet some said that
Quraysh was founded by An-Nadr Ibn Kinanah, who is the
grandfather of Fihr ibn Malik. The Quraysh are from the
Arabs who originally weren't Arab. Their tongues were
Arabized, so they spoke clear Arabic. They are actually
more Arab than Qahtan (another tribe - originally Arabs).
That's why it is said: There are two types of Arabs, those
who are the original Arabs and the Arabized Arabs who are
from the offspring of Isma'il 1bn Ibrahim

This Great Prophet, the Prophet Muhammad
became a Prophet with the revealing of "Read" which was
among the first of what was revealed to him,

4 0 iS\i A~ A

"Read! In the Name of your Lord, Who has created
(all that exists)." [Surah al- Alag 96:1]

With the revealing of this verse, he became a Prophet. Jibril
came to him while he was in a cave, called
Hira, and made him read this Surah.
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After a short period of time, he arrived with Surah Al-
Muddaththir, and he became a Messenger with the verse,

"O you (Muhammad *&2Sj”™) enveloped (in
garments)! Arise and warn!" [Surah Al-Muddaththir
74:1-2]

The word 'Muddaththir' refers to a person who is covered
up in garments. After receiving the revelation, it became
weighty over him. So, he said to his family, "Cover me up!
Cover me up! Wrap me up! Wrap me up!" due to the
intense fear when Jibril pressured him several
times.

He, Jibril, said, "Read" in preparation for the burden and
weightiness of the message. Then Allah said,

"O you (Muhammad enveloped (in
garments)! Arise and warn!"

Meaning: Stand and warn the people. He became a
messenger when he was ordered to warn (the people).
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"And your Lord (Allah) magnify!"

Meaning: Venerate Allah through Tawhxd.

"And your garments purify!"

Meaning: Purify your deeds from Shirk. Purify your
garments is not what is intended in this verse because the
Salah was not made a religious duty at that time. Rather,
what is intended here is one's deeds just as Allah (JiyXiUC!)
says,

"And the raiment of righteousness, that is better.”
[Siirah al- A'raf7:26]

So, deeds are also called raiment (i.e. clothes).
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"And keep away from Ar-Rujz"

The word "Rujz" refers to idols which are to be abandoned,
left, and disavowing oneself from them and their people.
He did this for ten years: calling to Tawhid, warning from
Shirk, ordering to separate from worshiping anything
besides Allah and abandon the worship of idols. He also
ordered them to single out Allah alone in worship in their
invocations, vows, sacrifices, and so forth.

After ten years, he was ascended to the heavens with Jibril

The heavens were opened for him and
reached a lofty place above the seventh heaven where he
heard the creaking of the Pens. Allah then announced to
him, speaking to the Prophet ("j*£2uijp>) directly where He
made the five prayers a religious duty upon him.
Originally, it was fifty prayers. Afterward he requested that
it be lessened until Allah made it five.

Then Allah said,

"They are five in number, yet they are fifty in the
Preserved Tablet. Whoever maintains these five
prayers and performs them (as legislated) will be
written for him the reward of fifty. Because one
good deed is multiplied tenfold.”
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Afterward, he came down with that &) and it was
that the Salah was established as five prayers throughout
the day and night: Zuhr, ‘Asr, Maghrib, 'Isha’, and Fajr. he
performed them in Makkah for three years prior to
migrating to al-Madinah.

When the Quraysh increased in their harm and oppression
of the Prophet and his Companions

Allah allowed him to make Hijrah from Makkah to al-
Madinah. During the Hajj season, al-’Ansar pledged to the
Prophet based on him moving to them (in al-Madinah) and
them supporting and aiding him.

Upon the pledge being completed, Allah gave permission
to the Prophet to make Hijrah to the *Ansar (in al-Madinah).
Some of the Companions had already made Hijrah to al-
Habashah before this and they resided there under the rule
of an-Najashi for some time. The rest of the Companions (in
Makkah) made Hijrah to al-Madinah and when the Prophet
settled in al-Madinah those who migrated to al-Habashah
arrived and settled in al-Madinah, and all praise belongs to
Allah.
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"Hijrah is to move from the lands of Shirk to settle
in the land of Islam. This type of migration is a
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religious duty upon this nation and will remain up
till the Last Hour.

The evidence is in Allah's statement,

"Verily! As for those whom the angels take (in
death) while they are wronging themselves (as they
stayed among the disbelievers even though
emigration was obligatory for them), they (angels)
say (to them): "In what (condition) were you?" They
reply: "We were weak and oppressed on earth.”
They (angels) say: "Was not the earth of Allah
spacious enough for you to emigrate therein?" Such
men will find their abode in Hell - What an evil
destination! Except for the weak ones among men,
women, and children who cannot devise a plan, nor
are they able to direct their way. For these, there is
hope that Allah will forgive them, and Allah is Ever
Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving." [Siirah an-Nisd14:97-
99]

And His saying,

"O My slaves who believe! Certainly, spacious is
My earth. Therefore, worship Me (Alone)." [Siirah al-
*Ankabiit 29:56]
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Al-Baghawl, (iiU>3), said, "The reason for revealing
this verse to the Muslims in Makkah was that they
hadn't made Hijrah. Thus, Allah announced to them
in the name of Iman."

Evidence from the Sunnah is the Prophet's
saying,

"Hijrah will not end until repentance ends and
repentance will not end until the sun rises in the
west."

When the Prophet settled in Madlnah, he
was ordered with the rest of the legislation. For
instance, the Zakat, fasting, Pilgrimage, the Adhan
(call to prayers), Jihad, commanding the good and
forbidding evil, and so on from the legislated
matters of Islam.

He remained in Madinah for ten years after which
he passed away; however, his religion
remains. This is his religion in which, if there was
any good, he directed his Ummah to it and, if there
was any evil, he warned his Ummah from it. The
good in which he directed his Ummah to is Tawhid
and everything Allah loves and is pleased with. The
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evil which he warned his Ummah from is Shirk and
everything Allah detests and rejects.

Allah has sent him to all people, and He has made it
incumbent on all mankind and jinn to obey him.
The evidence is in His saying,

"Say (O Muhammad "O mankind! Verily,

I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah™
[Surah al- Ardf7:158]

With him, Allah has completed and perfected the
religion. The evidence is in His saying,

"This day, | have perfected your religion for you,
completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for
you Islam as your religion." [Siirah al-Md idah 5:3]

The evidence of the prophet's death is in His saying,

Verily, you (O Muhammad will die, and
verily, they (too) will die. Then, on the Day of
Resurrection, you will be disputing before your
Lord." [Siirah az-Zumar 39:30-31]

When mankind dies, they will be resurrected. The
evidence is in His saying,
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"Thereof (the earth) We created you, and into it We
shall return you, and from it, We shall bring you out
once again." [Surah Taha 20:55]

And His saying,

"And Allah has broughtyou forth from the (dust of)
earth. Afterwards, He will return you into it (the
earth), and bring you forth (again on the Day of
Resurrection)?" [Siirah Null 71:17-18]

After Resurrection, they will receive their reckoning
before Allah, and they are rewarded or punished.
The evidence is in His saying,

"And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and
all that is in the earth, that He may requite those who
do evil with that which they have done (i.e. punish
them in Hell), and reward those who do good, with
what is best (i.e. Paradise).” [Surah an-Najm 53:31]

Anyone who denies Resurrection is a disbeliever.
The evidence is in His saying,

"The disbelievers pretend that they will never be
resurrected (for the Account). Say (O Muhammad
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"Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be informed of (and
recompensed for) what you did, and that is easy for
Allah." [Surah at-Taghabun 64:7]

Explanation

When he got settled in Madinah, he was ordered with the
remaining legislations of Islam like Zakat, fasting the
month of Ramadan, and Hajj, Jihad, and commanding the
good and forbidding the evil. The reason for this is that al-
Madinah became the land of Islam, the first capital for the
Muslims, and that's why they were ordered with these
things. Another reason is that they were able to command
the good and forbid the evil. This is a mercy from Allah

that He delayed these obligatory matters until the
migration to al-Madinah. Originally, the Zakat was
legislated in Makkah just as Allah says in Surah Al-’Anfam
which was revealed in Makkah,
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"On the day of its harvest." [Surah al-/An dm 6:141]

However, aspects of Zakat, like its portions, its
disbursement, and details of its rulings, didn't occur until
the Hijrah to al-Madinah. The same for fasting in Ramadan;
it was legislated in the second year after the Hijrah.

Hajj was legislated in the ninth or tenth year after the
Hijrah. Allah (d\iy&UUi) revealed, in al-Madinah, the
legislation of Hajj in Surah 'Ali 'Imran,

"And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House
(Ka’bah) is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those
who can afford the expenses (for one's conveyance,
provision, and residence).” [Surah Ali Tmran 3:97]

Likewise, Jihad was ordered in al-Madinah. Although,
initially, Jihad was only allowed if they were attacked first.
Later, they were ordered to initiate fighting. They could
attack the disbelievers, even if they (disbelievers) didn't
start attacking first. So, he would call them to the religion
of Allah and direct them to the right path. Then, if they
rejected the call (to Tawhld), they would be fought against
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until they accepted Islam. However, the People of the Book
(the Jews and the Christians) have to pay alizyah.

The Majus (the fire worshippers) were given the same
option as the People of the Book. Either they accept Islam
or pay the Jizyah (taxes). For the rest of the disbelievers, it
was either Islam or the sword if the Muslims had the ability
to fight against them.

In the tenth year after the Hijrah, the Prophet (~ij™aijp)
passed away shortly after Allah had completed his favor
and perfected His religion, just Allah (]\2jEU")) says,

"This day, | have perfected your religion for you,
completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for
you Islam as your religion." [Surah al-Md "idalt 5:3]

He (j2jEUUI) also says,
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"Verily, you (O Muhammad will die, and
verily, they (too) will die. Then, on the Day of
Resurrection, you will be disputing before your
Lord." [Surah az-Zumar 39:30-31]

Mankind will be resurrected after they die just as Allah
( says,

"And Allah has brought you forth from the (dust of)
earth. Afterwards, He will return you into it (the
earth), and bring you forth (again on the Day of
Resurrection)?" [Siirah Nuh 71:17-18]

He (JLj LUUL) also says,

"The disbelievers thought that they would never be
resurrected (for the Account). Say (O Muhammad
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Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be informed of (and
recompensed for) what you did, and that is easy for
Allah." [Siirah at-Taghabun 64:7]

He also says,

"And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and
all that is in the earth, that He may punish those who
do evil with that which they have done (i.e. punish
them in Hell), and reward those who do good, with
what is best (i.e. Paradise)." [Siirah an-Najm 53:31]

On the Day of Resurrection, they will be judged and held
accountable for what they did. Some of them will be given
their books in their right hand, while others will receive it
in their left hand. So, the happy one will receive his book in
his right hand and the wretched person will receive his
book in his left hand.

The happy one's scale of good deeds will become heavy. As
for the wretched person's scale of good deeds, his scale will
be light and those who commit acts of disobedience are in
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serious danger. It is possible that their scale can become
heavy with repentance, pardoning by Allah ( or
good deeds. Likewise, it can be made light and they become
among the People of Hell. Thus, they will be punished there
for as long as Allah wills, then they will come out because
they died upon Islam.

So, it is obligatory for every responsible person to be on
guard from sins. They must steadfast upon repentance and
righteousness. This is because one does not know when his
time will come.

One must also have a strong determination, strive against
oneself to stay upon the truth, and make sincere repentance
for all sins. So, when his end comes and he is upon good
and righteousness, he will achieve happiness and salvation
on the Day of Resurrection.
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"Allah has sent all the messengers as bearers of glad
tidings and warners. The evidence is in His
(Jlij&ALI) saying:

"Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of
warning in order that mankind should have no plea
against Allah after the Messengers." [Surah an-Nisal
4:165]

The first Messenger was Nuh and the
last was Muhammad who was the Seal
(Last) of the Prophets. The evidence that the first
Messenger is Nuh (("3"i”*Lcfe) is in His saying,

"Verily, We have inspired you (O Muhammad
as We inspired Nuh (Noah) and the
Prophets after him." [Siirah an-Nisa "4:163]

Every nation, from the time of Nuh (*ijUGIlui) to
Muhammad (~5725ij?), was sent a Messenger to
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order them to worship Allah alone and to forbid
them from worshiping idols. The evidence is in His
saying:

"And verily, We have sent among
every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid
(or keep away from) Taghut (all false deities, etc. i.e.
do not worship Taghut besides Allah)/" [Surah an-
Nahl 16:36]

Allah has made it religiously incumbent upon all
mankind to disbelieve in Taghut and to believe in
Him.

Ibn Al-Qayyim said, "At-Taghut refers to the
limits that the servant exceeds, with regards to a
deity, one whom is followed, or given obedience.”

The Tawaghit (false deities) are many, but the main
ones are five:

1. Shaytan, may Allah curse him,

2. Whosoever is worshipped and is acquiesces to
that worship,

3. Whosoever calls people to worship him,
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4. Whosoever claims to have any knowledge of the
Unseen (Ghayb), and

5. Whosoever judges or rules according to whatever
has not been sent down by Allah.

The evidence is in His saying,

"There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the
Right Path has become distinct from the wrong path.
Whoever disbelieves in Taghutand believes in
Allah, then he has grasped the most trustworthy
handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-
Hearer, All-Knower." [Surah al-Baciarah 2:256]

This is the meaning of "La ilaha ilia Allah” (There is
no deity worthy of worship, in truth, except Allah)."”

In the Hadith, "The head of the matter is Islam, its
pillar is the prayer, and its peak is Jihad."

And Allah knows best.

Explanation
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The Messenger (fcj& ZSke) was sent to all of mankind and
Jinn just as Allah ( says,

"Say (O Muhammad "O mankind! Verily,
I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah."
[Surah al- Ardf7:158]

He (jlijiaUCI) also says,

"And We have not sent you (O Muhammad

except as a giver of glad tidings and a
warner to all mankind, but most of men know not."
[Siirah Saba® 34:28]

He is the Seal of the Prophets and no prophet will come
after him.

Likewise, all of the messengers were sent to their respected
nations as warners and givers of glad tidings. From the first
of them to the last of them. Nuh was the first
of the Messengers Allah sent when Shirk first appeared
amongst the people.
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Before him (Nuh) there was Adam who was a
Prophet and Messenger. Allah sent him to his offspring to
proclaim to them to worship Allah according to that which
he brought to them. His offspring remained upon Islam
and righteousness until Shirk appeared amongst the people
of Nuh So, when Shirk appeared amongst
them, Allah sent Nuh who was the first

Messenger sent to the people on earth after Shirk occurred.

Every nation was sent a Messenger from Allah. Allah sent

Hud to the people ‘Ad. Afterward, Allah sent
Salih to the people of Thamud. Allah sent
Ibrahim, Lut, and Shu'ayb following in close
intervals.

After them, Messengers were sent in succession. Among
them was Musa, Harun, Isaa, Ayub, Dawud, and Sulayman

Then, the sending of the Messengers was
concluded with the seal of them, the last of them, and the
best of them Muhammad

Allah says,

178 | P lge



EXPLANATION OF THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAM

"Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of
warning in order that mankind should have no plea
against Allah after the Messengers." [Surah an-Nisa’
4:165]

Allah's statement, "Bearer of good" refers to the
Messengers who gave glad tidings of Paradise to those who
were obedient to them. Allah's statement, "warning" refers
to those who warned the people from committing acts of
Shirk, the Hell-Fire, and the painful torment if they disobey
Allah.

In the same fashion Muhammad was sent as a
bearer of good and a warner just as Allah ( says,
"O Prophet (Muhammad Verily, We have

sentyou as witness, and a bearer of glad tidings, and
a warner, and as one who invites to Allah [Islamic
Monotheism, i.e. to worship none but Allah (Alone)]
by His Leave, and as a lamp spreading light
(through your instructions from the Qur’an and the
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Sunnah the legal ways of the Prophet
[Siirah al-*Ahzdb 33:45-46]

He also says,

"Muhammad is not the father of any man
among you, but he is the Messenger of Allah and the
last (end) of the Prophets." [Siirah al-*Ahzdb 33:40]

So, it is mandatory upon all nations to follow their
messenger; following their messengers and submitting to
what their messengers came with of guidance was a
religious duty to every nation. Allah had promised every
nation happiness in this world and the Hereafter, yet many
of them disobeyed their messengers and went against what
they came with. Allah says,

"And most of mankind will not believe even if you
desire it eagerly.” [Surah Yusu/12:103]
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He also says,

"And if you obey most of those on earth, they will
mislead you far away from Allah's Path. They
follow nothing but conjectures, and they do nothing
but lie." [Surah al-’An‘am 6:116]

He also says,

"But few of My slaves are grateful.” [Surah Saba’
34:13]

He (jlijALLA) also says,

"And indeed Iblls (Shaytan) did prove true his
thought about them, and they followed him, all
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except a group of true believers (in the Oneness of
Allah)." [Siirah as-Saba" 34:20]

Every messenger called their nation to the Tawhld of Allah,
obedience to Him, and the abandonment of Shirk and acts
of disobedience. Allah ( says,

"And verily, We have sent among every Ummah
(community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming):
"Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away
from) Taghut (all false deities, etc. i.e. do not
worship Taghut besides Allah)." [Surah an-Nahl
16:36]

Allah's statement, "Worship Allah" refers to obeying Him,
worshipping Him alone, being upright upon His religion,
and staying away from worshiping Taghut (false deities).

The word at-Taghut is everything that is worshipped
besides Allah, and he is satisfied with it, anyone that rules
with other than what Allah sent or who calls to it. The word
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Taghut is taken from the word Tughyan which means to go
beyond limits.

So, a Taghut is a person that exceeds the limits either by
committing Shirk, an act of disbelief, or calling to that. The
evilest of them and the leader of them is Iblls, may Allah
curse him.

In the same fashion, whoever that calls to the worship of
himself, or is pleased with being worshiped besides Allah,
like Firaun and Nimrod, or whoever claims to have
knowledge of the unseen like magicians, psychics, and
wizards.

Likewise, whoever deliberately rules with other than what
Allah ordered. All of these individuals are Tawaghit (plural
for Taghut) who have exceeded Ilimits (concerning
worship) and have disobeyed Allah.

Allah (d&jd&LL) says,

"There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the
Right Path has become distinct from the wrong
path).” [Siirah al-Bagarah 2:256]

183 | Page



EXPLANATION OF WHAT ALLAH HAS SENT THE
MESSENGER WITH:

The "Right Path (Rushd)" refers to the religion of Islam
and what the Prophet (&&&&&) came with and "the
wrong path (Ghayy)" refers to the disbelief in Allah and
misguidance.

He (dI2jEt™i)says,

"Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in
Allah, then he has grasped the most trustworthy
handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-
Hearer, All-Knower." [Surah al-Bagarah 2:256]

Allah's statement, "disbelieves in Taghut" refers to
disavowing oneself from the Taghut (false deity), believing
it is false, and consequently disavowing oneself from Shirk.

The statement, "believes in Allah" refers to believing that
Allah is the only one to be worshiped, that He is the true
deity, and believing in the legislation and Muhammad

and submitting to all of that. This is the (true)
believer.
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Then Allah says, "then he has grasped" meaning he has
gripped "the most trustworthy handhold" which is the
statement 'La ilaha ila Allah', the statement of Tawhid
(pure monotheism). Meaning he has gripped onto a
handhold that will never break. Rather, whoever grasps to
it with sincerity and is upright upon that will enter Paradise
because the statement of Tawhid has rights which are
singling out Allah alone in worship, obeying Him, and
adhering to His legislation.

Muhammad is the Seal of the Prophets and
Messengers. He was sent as a Messenger to all the people
of earth, from jinn and mankind. Thus, it is obligatory upon
every Muslim who is held accountable to obey him, follow
his legislation, and not oppose it (legislation). All of the
previous legislations have been abrogated by the coming of
his legislation ( ) just like Allah ((\$ NULY) says,

"Say (O Muhammad "O mankind! Verily,

I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah.”
[Surah al-Ardf7:158]

Just before that Allah says,
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"So those who believe in him (Muhammad

yijyiiy), honor him, help him, and follow the light

(the Qur’an) which has been sent down to him, it is
they who will be successful.” [Siirah al- Araf7:157]

He (jy & uy) also says,
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"But those of the sects (Jews, Christians and all the
other non-Muslim nations) that reject it (the
Qur’an), the Fire will be their promised meeting-
place." [Surah Hud 11:17]

And the Prophet (*y ™ ip) said,
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"By Him in Whose hand is the life of Muhammad,
he who amongst the community of Jews or
Christians hears about me, but does not affirm his
belief in that with which | have been sent and dies
in this state (of disbelief), he shall be but one of the
companions of the Hell-Fire)."13

The verses and ahadith concerning this matter are
numerous. The people of knowledge have agreed
that it is not allowed for anyone from this 'Ummabh to be in
outright opposition to the legislation of Muhammad

So, whoever believes in that has committed an
act of disbelief which takes him out of the fold of Islam. We
ask Allah for well-being and safety from that.

In the Hadlth,
j ollis J°ISUNlo~ j *
4T j

"The head of the matter is Islam, and its pillar is the
Salah, and its peak is Jihad for the sake of Allah."

13Sahih Muslim No. (153) from the Hadith of Abu Hurayrah
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It is religiously binding upon every duty-bound Muslim to
single out Allah alone in worship, disbelieve and reject the
worship of every Taghut (false deity), strictly adhere to
Tawhid, follow Allah's Legislation, and give great
importance His commands and prohibitions.

The Prophet's (3/5™%”") statement, "The head of the
matter"” refers to the head of the religion which is Islam.
Islam is to make the testimony that none has the right to be
worshiped in truth except Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. So, whoever is duty-bound to that
testimony enters the religion of Islam.

"And its pillar is the Salah" This is because the prayer is
the second and greatest pillar after the two testimonies of
faith. Then follows Zakat, fasting, Hajj, and the rest of
Allah's orders.

"And its peak is Jihad for the sake of Allah" because by
this the religion is preserved, safeguarded, people are
called to the true religion of Allah, and the people remain
steadfast upon the truth. Thus, this is the peak of the
religion from the aspect of what it contains preserving the
religion, calling to the truth, and Allah knows best.



